SERVICE , PART 1
 
As Christians, we are called to live a life of service to others.  Saint Paul tells us that, created and saved by God’s grace, “We are truly his handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to lead the life of good deeds which God prepared for us” (Eph. 2:10).  We are the Body of Christ.  In a very real way we are His hands in the world today, and it is through our deeds that the world comes to know the goodness of God.
 
All Confirmation candidates are required to complete a minimum of 30 hours of service during the time of preparation; Christian service, however, is a lifelong commitment.  Committing one’s self to the service of others and performing the works of mercy are an integral part of living a Christian life.  Keeping track of the hours completed both verifies that the requirement has been filled and is tangible evidence of each and every good work that has been completed!    We recommend that a minimum of 5 hours should be given in service to the parish, to school, and to the community.  Additionally, if possible, some service should be completed with the sponsor.  
 
Each individual is called to use his or her own talents for the good of others.  Therefore, you and your child should work together in filling out the Plan for Service Reflection.  It is intended to help your child decide which of their gifts and talents can be used in the service component of their Confirmation preparation.    
 
Please consider the following in the journey towards Christian service:
 
 No payment may be received for service.
 Work in the home or care for relatives is part of the responsibility of being a family member, not service.
 Our parish is vibrant, and offers many service opportunities through the many organizations that are active in the parish.  The Confirmation Coordinator will keep you as informed as possible about service opportunities, but do not hesitate to ask what’s up and coming! 
 Altar servers can earn up to 5 hours of service for a complete year of altar serving, as per the regulations at Trinity High School.
 Parents and students should discuss together what is and is not considered to be service.  If confusion persists, call the Confirmation Coordinator.
 Parents, students, and sponsors are encouraged to do service together!  Working together will make the experience that much more meaningful and memorable to your child.  
 The candidates are willing and eager to perform service.  Encourage that in them so they make it a lifelong habit.  Do not let them “off the hook”.  It’s not fair to them! 
 
SERVICE , PART 2
 
A Confirmation Service Log will be given to each student so they may keep a running list of their service and have a record of adult signatures for each experience.  If they go over the minimum of 30 hours, GREAT!!!  Keep track of those hours, as well.  The Catechists will check the Service Log three times per school year.  The log should be kept in the binder behind the third tab, and the binder should, of course, be brought to every class.  Additionally, students will be asked to write a reflection on their service prior to each log check.  These reflections will also be kept behind the third tab of the binder.  For 8th grade, ALL HOURS ARE DUE on the day of Confirmation Interviews.  All paperwork, log and reflections, should be removed from binder , stapled together, and turned in upon checking in for interview.  Service is a requirement for Confirmation Preparation, and this paperwork is necessary to verify that hours are being performed.
 

