SPONSORS
 
Each candidate for Confirmation must be accompanied by one sponsor.  The sponsor must support the candidate in his or her preparation for Confirmation, as he or she is the individual who presents the candidate to the Bishop for anointing.  The sponsor is also responsible to help guide the confirmand to live a life of Christian commitment.  
 
The requirements to be a sponsor are: 
 The sponsor must know the candidate and be able and willing to serve as an example of Christian living for the candidate.
 The sponsor must be a practicing Catholic who has received the Sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist, and Confirmation.
 The sponsor must be at least 16 years of age. 
 The sponsor may be male or female.
 The sponsor cannot be a parent of the candidate, although he or she may be another blood relative, including a grandparent or sibling. 
 The sponsor can be a baptismal godparent.  This choice is encouraged as it emphasizes the relationship between Baptism and Confirmation.
 If the sponsor is married, he or she must be in a valid marriage.
 The sponsor must obtain a statement of eligibility from his or her pastor (also known as a Sponsor Certificate). 
 The sponsor should be informed of current Catholic teachings.
 
Please note:  Sponsors are welcome and encouraged to participate in all aspects of preparation for Confirmation.  
 
If the chosen sponsor cannot attend the Confirmation ceremony (due to distance, illness, or other extenuating circumstances), a proxy is used.  A proxy stands in for the sponsor on the day of Confirmation.  The proxy needs to fulfill all of the above criteria as well.  If a proxy is needed, please notify the Religious Education Office so that the proper paperwork can be completed. 
 

