
"...we begin a journey into darkness, 
to a place of deep shadows...

we accompany Jesus 
in his last hours...
Better to know.

Better to understand.
Better to be his friend, 

his disciple, his witness."
 

- www.jesuitinstitute.org

Tenebrae
It’s the Wednesday before the Triduum, and as Catholics, we are anxiously
awaiting the events of the next three days.  Our Lenten journey almost finished, we
will soon walk with Christ through His Passion, Death, and Resurrection.

If you’re like me, the Triduum can provide a roller coaster of emotions.  There is
immense beauty in the liturgies of the coming days, rich in tradition and full of a
reverence that seems to transcend all earthly boundaries.  With so much going on,
it can be difficult to prepare and settle our hearts for all that is to come.

Tenebrae, known as a service of darkness, is a unique and special time of prayer in
the calendar of the Roman Catholic Church.  Where the ceremonies of Holy
Thursday and Good Friday contain some consolation (on Holy Thursday, we can
keep company with Our Lord, and on Friday adore the crucifix and receive Him in
the Eucharist), Tenebrae is sorrowful from beginning to end, complete with
darkness, the closing of the tomb, and Our Lord symbolically hidden from our
view.  

Our service contains seven readings, with musical reflections and hymns provided
after each reading.  Following the hymn or song, a candle is extinguished, and a
set of lights in the church is turned off.  At the end of the final reading, the Paschal
candle is removed from our midst, signifying the burial of our Lord in the tomb. 
 The darkness provides a "stark visual that Our Lord is slowly but surely left alone
in the darkness of the world, fraught with sin." (Brent Klaske, Angelus Press)  

And we grieve.

Please join us for Tenebrae, this final opportunity to center our hearts and minds
on the coming days of the Lord's Passion, Death and Resurrection. 

PARISH

TRANSFORMATION

- Justin Myers, pastoralmusician@stjosephmech.org

Ettore Degrazia, 14th Station: jesus is laid in the tomb


