
Born into an aristocratic family in Strasbourg, France, Charles was orphaned at the age of 6, raised
by his devout grandfather, rejected the Catholic faith as a teenager, and joined the French army.
Charles went to Algeria with his regiment, but when he was refused permission to make a scientific
exploration of nearby Morocco, he resigned from the service. He conducted that exploration on his
own, and in doing so, was inspired by the Jews and Muslims he met and decided to resume the
practice of his Catholic faith. 

Upon returning to France, he joined a Trappist monastery, but eventually left to work as a gardener
and sacristan for the Poor Clare nuns in Nazareth and later in Jerusalem. 

In 1901, he returned to France and 
was ordained a priest.  Later that 
year Charles journeyed to Beni-
Abbes, Morocco, intending to 
found a monastic religious 
community in North Africa that 
offered hospitality to Christians, 
Muslims, Jews, and people with no 
religion. He lived a peaceful, hidden 
life but attracted no companions.

In 1905, he came to Tamanrasset, 
Algeria where he lived the rest of 
his life.   The outbreak of World 
War I led to attacks on the French 
in Algeria. Seized in a raid by 
another tribe, Charles and two 
French soldiers coming to visit him 
were shot to death on December 1, 
1916.

Five religious congregations, associations, and spiritual institutes—Little Brothers of Jesus, Little
Sisters of the Sacred Heart, Little Sisters of Jesus, Little Brothers of the Gospel, and Little Sisters of
the Gospel—draw inspiration from the peaceful, largely hidden, yet hospitable life that
characterized Charles.           Source:  franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/blessed-charles-de-foucauld
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PRAYER OF ABANDONMENT 
by Father Charles de Foucauld

 

Father,
I abandon myself into your hands; 

do with me what you will.
Whatever you may do, I thank you:

I am ready for all, I accept all.
Let only your will be done in me, 

and in all your creatures.
I wish no more than this, O Lord.

 
Into your hands I commend my soul;

I offer it to you
with all the love of my heart,

for I love you, Lord,
and so need to give myself,

to surrender myself into your hands,
without reserve,

and with boundless confidence,
for you are my Father.
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