
June 9, 2022 

 

My dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,   

 

I am elated to hear that members of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, Saint Joseph and Saint Katherine 

Drexel parishes are coming together to spread the Good News of Christ during the Mechanicsburg 

Jubilee Day. As we read in Matthew’s Gospel, our Lord calls us to, “Go therefore, and make disciples of 

all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 

them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the 

age.” (Matthew 28:19-20) This was the first commissioning from Christ to spread the Gospel message, 

to evangelize. While no one is expecting on-the-street baptisms during the festival, your presence at 

Jubilee Day will be a witness to the Good News of Jesus Christ in a relaxed, “low-key” manner.  

 

Certainly, when looking at the current challenges our society is facing, it is evident that our 

World needs to hear the message of Christ’s love, now, more than ever before. Pope Paul VI gave us a 

powerful document on evangelization in 1975 in Evangelii Nuntiandi. In this document, he explained 

that evangelization is proclaiming Christ to those who do not know him and deepening the faith of those 

who already believe. This could mean reaching out to family members, friends, strangers, and fallen 

away Catholics. Our Church exists to evangelize. Christ suffered death and then rose again to pay the 

price for our sins, and grant us everlasting salvation. This is the good news we should be compelled to 

share with everyone.   

 

I recognize that sharing our faith with friends and family, not to mention total strangers, can be 

uncomfortable. Not every person you encounter will be receptive to the message of salvation in the 

moment. But, your offer to pray for them, your gift of a few kind words, could plant the seed that opens 

the door to a conversation on the love of Christ down the road.   

 

As you prepare for the festival, know that your willingness to be a public witness is an 

expression of your joy and love for the Church, and for the people with whom you will share this love.  I 

will be praying for each of you as you step out of your comfort zones to share this message of love. 

 

May God bless you and may Mary, Mother of Christ, be with you.  

 

 

In Christ, 

 

Most Reverend Ronald W. Gainer 

Bishop of Harrisburg  


